Lab 2: Basic Operant Conditioning

Read Sniffy Lite 3.0 Chapters 4 & 5 and complete the exercises within the chapters. Please complete your lab report using the following items and questions as a guide. Please remember to put your name on the report. 

Exercises 4-10
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a word document, copy and paste the Cumulative Record form for Exercises 7-9 (label appropriately) and the Relative Frequency Table from Exercise 10 (20 points).

1. Describe your procedure.  Be sure to include the following components within your description: (30 pts)
a. Target Behavior			
b. Reinforcer(s)
c. Response(s)
d. Response Class
e. Shaping
f. Extinction
g. Spontaneous Recovery


2. Describe the strategy you used to shape Sniffy’s lever-pressing behavior and why this strategy is the best.  Why was it important to build the sound-food association before the other operant associations? (10 pts)


3. What criterion did you use to determine that Sniffy learned the desired behavior?  Could you recognize that Sniffy learned the behavior on the cumulative record?  How long did it take (in terms of time or # of trials)?  Is it difficult to determine when learning occurred and why? (10 pts)


4. Could you recognize on the cumulative record when Sniffy’s learned behavior reached extinction and when spontaneous recovery occurred?  How long did it take (in terms of either time or # of trials) for these to occur? (10 pts)


5. Give a specific example of how operant conditioning might shape Sniffy’s actions in a natural setting.  If you were to train an actual rat what would you do differently based on your experience with Sniffy?  (10 points)

6. How could operant conditioning be used to improve some aspect of your own life? (10 pts)

